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SUBJECT: NINE MEN RETURN FROM VIENG SAY SEMINAR 

REF A VIENTIANE 0391 (130913Z FEB 76), B 75 VIENTIANE 6344 
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1 . THE NEWSPAPER "VIENTIANE MAY" OF MAY 1 1 REPORTED THAT IT 
HAD LEARNED FROM A SOURCE AT THE SUPREME PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY 
(SPA) THAT NINE MEMBERS OF THE FORMER JOINT NATIONAL POLITICAL 
COUNCIL (JNPC) HAD RETURNED TO VIENTIANE FROM "REEDUCATION" 
AT VIENG SAY. THIS IS ONLY THE SECOND BATCH OF RETURNEES 

WE HAVE HEARD OF; THE EARLIER GROUP CONSISTED OF PROVINCIAL 
OFFICIALS FORMERLY STATIONED IN SAVANNAKHET WHO RETURNED 
THERE BY WAY OF VIENTIANE IN FEBRUARY (REF A). 

2. THE NINE- WHO, IF THEIR NAMES ARE ACCURATELY 
REPORTED IN "VIENTIANE MAY", WERE NOT ALL IN FACT 
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MEMBERS OF THE JNPC-ARE: 
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A. BOUNKHONG PRADICHIT-FORMER PREFECT OF LUANG PRABANG 
AND, AT THE TIME OF THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER, PREFECT OF 
VIENTIANE. (HE APPEARED TO GET ALONG QUITE WILL WITH 

THE COMMUNISTS DURING THE COALITION GOVERNMENT.) 

B. KHAMPHANI IMM ALA V ON G— U ALIFIED NEUTRALIST MEMBER 
OF THE JNPC; 

C. DR. TANE PATHATSAVANG— UA I. TFT F. D NEUTRALIST MEMBER 
OF THE JNPC; 

D. VONGSAVAVANH BOUTSAVATH— QUALIFIED NEUTRALIST MEMBER 
OF THE JNPC; 

E. BOUNTENG INSISIENGMAY- VIENTIANE SIDE MEMBER OF THE 
JNPC; 

F. KHAMTA SOUVANNACHAK— QUALIFIED NEUTRALIST MEMBER OF 
THE JNPC; 

G. KHAMLA KINGSAD A- VIENTIANE SIDE MEMBER OF THE JNPC; 

H. CHAO SINH SAISANA- VIENTIANE SIDE MEMBER OF THE JNPC; 

AND 

I. SISOUPHANH SOUKHASEUM-NOT YET IDENTIFIED (ALTHOUGH 
THERE IS A HOUMPHENG RPT HOUMPHENG SOUKHASEUM WHO WAS A 
QUALIFIED NEUTRALIST MEMBER OF THE JNPC). 

3. THE "VIENTIANE MAY" ARTICLE STATES THAT THE NINE 
SPENT "MONTHS" (PRESUMABLY THE FIVE MONTHS SINCE THE 
NOVEMBER 25 MEETING OF THE JNPC AT VIENG SAY (REF B) 
"LEARNINGTO UNDERSTAND THE LINE LAID OUT BY THE PARTY 
AND GOVERNMENT AND THE FILTHY CRIMES COMMITTED BY THE 
AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS AND THEIR AGENTS”. 

4. UPON THEIR RETURN TO VIENTIANE THEY VISITED THE SPA 
(WHICH IS HOUSED IN THE OLD NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING), 
WHERE THEY WERE RECEIVED BY SOUVANNALAT SAYAVONG, AN 
SPA DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL. SOUVANNALAT TOLD THEM 
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"ABOUT THE EVENTS IN OUR COUNTRY SINCE DECEMBER 2, 1975". 

(ONE APPARENTLY CANNOT SUBSCRIBE TO "VIENTIANE MAY" OR 
"SIENG PASASON" AT VIENG SAY.) THEY IN TURN TOLD HIM 
ABOUT THEIR LIFE AT VIENG SAY AND EXPRESSED ALL THEIR 
GRATITUDE TO THE PARTY AND THE GOVERNMENT FOR HAVING 
TREATED THEM SO WELL. SOUVANNALAT THEN ASSURED THEM 
THAT "THEIR COLLEAGUES WOULD SOON BE ABLE TO LEAVE VIENG 
SAY TO REJOIN THEIR FAMILIES AT VIENTIANE". 
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5. THE ARTICLE ALSO REPORTED THAT THIRTY FORMER 
OFFICERS OF THE ROYAL LAO ARMY HAD FINISHED THEIR 
"REEDUCATION" AT OUDOMSAY AND ON MAY 2 WERE "ALLOWED 
INTO GOVERNMENT SERVICE BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
OF OUDOMSAY PROVINCE". 

6. COMMENT: THE PROLONGED "SEMINARS" AT VIENG SAY AND 
ELSEWHERE IN THE OLD "LIBERATED ZONE" OF THE COUNTRY. 
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN THE MOST DISQUIETING ASPECT OF 
COMMUNIST RULE TO THOSE MEMBERS OF THE FORMER LAO ELITE 
WHO REMAIN IN THE FORMER VIENTIANE ZONE. WE ASSUME THAT 
THE AUTHORITIES, BY RELEASING THESE NINE MEN, HOPE TO 
CALM THESE FEARS. THE NINE ARE NO DOUBT "QUICK T EARNERS" 
AND WILL BE EXPECTED TO GIVE AN UP BEAT PICTURE OF LIFE 
FOR THE SEMINARISTS OF VIENG SAY. 

CORCORAN 
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